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Comment

Cash for your
pastimes?
Uncle mounts
hobby horse
J e re my
Lew i s
Argues that enjoyable hobbies
are good for the soul

IT’S amazing what you can get
cash for nowadays. Until re-
cently you could claim money
for going to school, under
something called the education
maintenance allowance.

Do it right and you can get a
grant for insulating your
home. You can even get paid for
developing a hobby.

It’s only a matter of time
before you receive money for
staying in bed all day. Actually,
no. I’m sure we’d never do any-
thing as daft as that.

But the hobby thing? It was
in the Post the other day:
“Young people in The Meadows
are invited to apply for a grant
of up to £50 to support a hobby,
interest or skill.”

I’d struggle to qualify under
the heading of “young people”
and I fail to meet the resid-
ential requirement.

Even so, I was given to won-
dering how I would respond to
the request to explain what the
money will be used for and how
much is required.

“Dear Sirs, my hobby is the
thoroughbred and I wish to ex-
tend my knowledge at Royal
Ascot tomorrow, when Her
Majesty, God bless her, has a
runner in the Gold Cup. Now, if
you would allow me to touch
you for the full half-ton...”

Or, “Dear Sirs, my hobby is
examining the interaction
between water, hops and mal-
ted barley. It’s Nottingham
Beer Festival in the autumn
and at £1.50 per half-pint I
would use the £50 for 33 sig-
nificant pieces of mind-broad-
ening research. I’d invest the
spare 50p in a packet of
dry-roasted peanuts.”

I dare say the young people of
The Meadows will come up
with more worthy proposals,
although I concede a degree of
surprise that young people ac-
tually have “h o bb i e s ” at all.

D o n’t they simply graduate
from Lego to those plastic giz-
mos that will give them iffy
thumbs before they are 20?

When I was a boy, nosy Scout-

masters and irritating uncles
were always asking what your
hobby happened to be. But only
t e a ch e r s ’ pets had proper “hob-
bies” – things like making mod-
el aircraft with balsa wood or
pressing wild flowers
(something that nowadays will
find you talking flora in ju-
venile court).

Real boys were too busy
climbing trees or kicking foot-
balls, or persecuting
hobby-happy Cedric in the
school playground.

Eventually, though, I was for-
cibly persuaded to have a stab
at philately and collected
stamps, displayed in a large

album in the alphabetic order
of countries of issue.

Alas, back in the 1960s dis-
tant nations had a habit of
changing their names every 20
minutes (a revolution here, an
independence ceremony there)
and I lost my patience and re-
turned to the kick-about on the
common.

Hobbies, I later discovered,
were best sustained when they
crept up on you, not when they
were selected under duress as a
badge of respectability. So half
a century after filing my last
Madagascan Violet, which
could equally well be a parrot, I
find that my “h o bb i e s ” (al-

though I never actually call
them that) are hill-walking, or-
nithology and watercolours.

The word “h o bb i e s ” still
sounds a bit Boys’ Own,
goody-two-shoes, Baden-Powell
to me but their function as a
mind-clearing diversion and
an invitation to acquire expert-
ise beyond the world of work is,
I have found, invaluable.

Sorry if I’m starting to sound
like an irritating uncle.

The people with the £50 notes
are at The Meadows Partner-
ship Trust Youth Shadow
Board, whose name may be
candidate for sub-editing but
whose intentions are excellent.

If you are already developing a
passion for a hobby, even for
philately, I hope the extra funds
make a difference.

If you aren’t, stick to kick-
abouts for the time being.

If you are lucky, a hobby will
one day choose you.

Kate Royse, Girlguiding Nottinghamshire’s County
Commissioner, looks at why it is so important that
Guides believe they can make a difference

WHEN people find out that I
am a Guide Leader – and, yes, I
have a “day job” too – they often
ask what our members actually
d o.

The official line is that “We
Discover, We Grow”.

Strong rhetoric – but how
does that translate into activ-
ities which girls can tackle dur-
ing their weekly meetings?

We regularly canvass the
opinions of our members to
find out what really matters to
them. And through this Girls’
Attitudes Survey, our members
have told us that they feel the
most important things to fight
for are education and living
free from violence.

Yes, they want to get in-
volved. Yes, they’re prepared to
face up to some tough issues.
And yes, many girls believe
they can change the world for
the better.

I believe they can too. In com-
mon with other Guide Leaders,
I help girls to harness their

First person
Girls’ enthusiasm makes the world a better place

enthusiasm and find the tools
for them to channel it into sup-
porting causes close to their
hear ts.

This means allowing them to
articulate their opinions and to
speak out on issues about
which they feel strongly.

It’s vital for young people to
understand the reality behind
these issues – however contro-
versial or sensitive this may be
– and learn how to commu-
nicate their concern to a wider
a u d i e n c e.

As part of its national Girls
in Action initiative, Girlguid-
ing has joined forces with five
charities in creating projects to

enable our members to learn
more about tough issues like
violence, prejudice and in-
equality. Given that we’re cur-
rently in the middle of Inter-
national Refugee Week, I
thought it would be apt to look
at just one of these projects –
our Safe Haven partnership
with the British Red Cross.

There were 19,804 applica-
tions for asylum in the UK dur-
ing 2011. When working on the
project, our Rangers, Guides,
Brownies and Rainbows are
challenged to imagine feeling
so persecuted that they are
willing to leave all that is fa-
miliar and travel with few pos-

Girls in action: Members of 4th Keyworth Guides start working
on the Safe Haven project which aims to help refugees.

Del-Ryan Rafter, director and independent financial
adviser at Beeston-based James Ryan Thornhill Ltd,
on why we should treat investments like cars

WOULD you buy an expensive
car and never have it ser-
viced?

Whether they are pensions
or savings, all investment-re-
lated contracts should be re-
viewed on a regular basis.

Once they have set up their
pension or savings plan, clients
often think, “T hat’s it!”

They have “ticked the box”
and they then just forget about
it. But this should not be the
c a s e.

There are so many variables
in the investment world that
can have a significant impact
on the ultimate return from an
investment-based contract. For
example:
■ The fund manager may
leave the group;
■ The fund objective could
change as a result of internal
restr ucturing;
■ Worldwide geographic-
al/financial situations change
on a regular basis;
■ The client’s own risk per-
spective may change through
the life of the policy.
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Review your investment
policies to make sure
they work well for you

Typically speaking, the top
investment funds in one par-
ticular year are very rarely the
top funds in the following year,
often due to the above.

So if you do have an invest-
ment/savings policy, don’t
leave it in a drawer gathering
dust. Take it out, dust it off and
then check it’s still doing what
you wanted it to do.

You may need an independ-
ent financial adviser to help
you to do this, but that
s h o u l d n’t be a hurdle.

Think of your investment as
a long journey in a car.

Before leaving, you would
consult your map or tap in the
co-ordinates in your sat nav,
you might also check your tyre

pressure and oil levels before
setting out and perhaps check
them again along the way on
your journey – which would
usually mean you arrived
s a f e ly.

The same principle applies
to an investment.

Check your objective and
what you want to achieve, how
much risk you are willing to
take, and/or how quickly you
want to get there (A-roads or
motorways?). And then con-
stantly review your progress to
make sure you reach your des-
t i n at i o n .

If you bought a car but never
had it serviced, would you
really expect it to run effi-
ciently for ever?

NOTTS
FROM

THE AIR

Water
feature: The
white water
rafting course
at Holme
Pierrepont
taken by Robin
Macey from
Aspley, a
member of
Nottingham
and Derby Hot
Air Balloon
Club. Each
week we will
be showing a
photo taken by
a club
member.
Anyone who
would like to
get involved in
ballooning
regularly can
phone 0115
8541028 for
more details.

The big issue:
Online views

Falling asleep in front
of the TV, disliking
noisy pubs, and
switching from Radio 1
to Radio 2 are some of
the top signs that you
are getting old,
according to a survey.
What made you realise
you were getting older?

Got to be going out on a
Saturday night and
wearing a coat because
it’s cold instead of
s h ive r i n g .

Elise Craig

I get excited over new
cooking dishes, that
must be a sign surely?

Livi Sissons

Telling my kids to turn
their music down.

Gary Lawson

Grey hairs at 34
Sarah Naomi Walker

I started writing lists.
Also, getting excited
about things like a new
washing machine!

Claire Greenaway.

Getting my first pair of
va r i fo c a l s !

Sharna Sawyer

All of the above ;)
Jo DoeDoe Tinkabel

sessions to a country where the
language, culture and even the
food are completely unknown.

We find out why people have
to leave their homeland, what
it feels like to start a new life in

the UK and how we can cel-
ebrate the different cultures
which make up communities
t o d ay.

But our girls – even Guid-
ing’s youngest members – a re

also finding ways to take direct
action, from staging fundrais-
ing events to collecting items
for Red Cross personal hygiene
kits or writing letters welcom-
ing young refugees to the UK.

It is amazing to think that
even a five-year-old can change
the world, even if it is just by
drawing a picture and sending
it to someone who has no one in
their life. By empowering our
girls and young women to
speak up and champion the
causes they feel strongly about,
I feel we are becoming an in-
fluential voice for change.

If I’m ever asked why I vo-
lunteer for Girlguiding, the an-
swer is simple. It’s because of
the difference giving a child a
voice can make.
■ Kate can be contacted at the
Girlguiding Nottinghamshire
headquarters on 0115 987 7220,
via countycommissioner@girl-
guidingnottingham-
shire.org.uk or @KatherineR-
oyse on Twitter.
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If you could claim cash for a
hobby, what would you spend
it on? Let us know online at:

EXPANDING
YOUR MIND

Map out your future
Faculty of Business, Computing and Law

...by studying part time in the Faculty of Business,
Computing and Lawat theUniversity of Derby

OpenDay 13 July 2013
Over 60 part time courses available,
find outmore at:

www.derby.ac.uk/route
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